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Visita institucional al Parlament de Flandes 

Brussel·les, 12 d’octubre de 2021 

It’s truly an honour for me to be here today visiting the Flemish Parliament and 

meeting the Speaker on my first international travel as President of the Parliament 

of Catalonia to visit another parliament.  

I’ve just been told that this was the former postal cheque building until the late 

eighties, and now it’s the house that holds the representation of the Flemish citizens, 

the house of democracy. I find it remarkable when a country decides to place its 

institutions in old buildings that previously served another function, because it shows 

the will of the country to build a better future for its people through democracy 

without forgetting its past. Maybe I find it interesting because the building of the 

Parliament of Catalonia once served another purpose too. The palace that houses our 

Parliament was originally a garrison. It was built during the first decades of the 

eighteenth century with the sole purpose of ensuring the military domination of the 

House of Bourbons over Barcelona and its citizens. It was an arsenal, and now it’s 

the house of Catalan democracy. It was once the house of the Spanish military 

domination over Catalonia, and now it’s the house of democracy for Catalonia. I’ve 

always thought that’s a reason for us to have hope. 

As I’ve already said, this is my first international travel as President of the Parliament 

of Catalonia to visit another Parliament. I wanted it to be like this for several reasons, 

for two main reasons. First of all, because we, the Catalan people, owe a debt of 

gratitude to Flanders since throughout history it’s been a destination for several 

exiled Catalans who had to leave their homes running away from wars, dictators and 

political persecution and seek a safe place to live. The last example we could consider 

of this sad tradition is the case of President Puigdemont and Catalan ministers Lluís 

Puig, Clara Ponsatí, and Toni Comín, members of the Catalan Government prosecuted 

for giving a voice to the people, for giving a voice to the Catalan citizens in the 

independence referendum held on 1 October 2017, which the Spanish Government 

tried to supress by police brutality and prosecution with the help of Spain’s politicized 

judicial system. In this context that we are suffering once again, justice and liberty 

begin at the north of the Pyrenees. So thank you so much for being this safe place 

for the exiled Catalans. Not only a safe place because you’re giving us a favourable 
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treatment as a result of some sort of political friendship, but a safe place because 

the Catalan exiles find an independent judicial system here that allows them to 

submit themselves to a court with guarantees. So thank you very much for being a 

just, democratic, and free country. 

The second reason why I wanted to visit this Parliament is because Corsica, Flanders, 

and Catalonia, as European nations, have their respective regional parliaments 

presided over by three women, and I wanted to meet them. This is why I’m starting 

with you, and also because I think we could collaborate. I think that’s a big issue for 

our nations at the moment. I truly believe that the future of Europe belongs to those 

small countries like ours that face complexities of our times by taking on 

responsibilities instead of shunning them, those small countries like ours that are 

able to understand the value of social cohesion as a basis for building a prosperous 

future for their citizens, those small countries like ours that believe that our times 

demand more democracy, not less.  

Once again, thank you, Speaker Liesbeth Homans, for your kind hospitality. I hope 

this visit will strengthen relations between both our parliaments and countries. 

Thank you very much. 

 


